




Week  3
Sermon Notes:

Am I a God at hand, declares the LORD, and not a God 

far away? Can a man hide himself in secret places so 

that I cannot see him? declares the LORD.Do I not fill 

heaven and earth? declares the LORD.

Jeremiah 23:23-24

“Do I not fill heaven and earth? Declares the LORD”

“...and my people shall be satisfied with my goodness, 

declares the LORD.”

Jeremiah 31:14

The LORD appeared to him from far away. I have loved 

you with an everlasting love; therefore I have continued 

my faithfulness to you.

Jeremiah 31:3

For this is the covenant that I will make with the house 

of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will put 

my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. 

And I will be their God, and they shall be my people.

Jeremiah 31:33

Jeremiah 32:17-22

“Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh. Is anything 

too hard for me?

Jeremiah 32:27

Thus says the LORD who made the earth, the LORD 

who formed it to establish it–the LORD is his name: Call 

to me and I will answer you, and will tell you great and 

hidden that you have not known.

Jeremiah 33:2-3



Commentary

 We are told next to nothing; three bare, unadorned 

background items–his father’s name, Hilkiah; his father’s 

vocation, priest; his place of birth, Anathoth. We want to know 

more.

 Instead of being told what Jeremiah’s parents were 

doing, we are told what his God was doing; “Before I shaped 

you in the womb, I knew all about you. Before you saw the light 

of day, I had holy plans for you: A prophet to the nations–that’s 

what I had in mind for you” (Jer.1:5). 

Eugene Peterson, Run With The Horses, (Illinois: Intervarsity 

Press, 2009), p. 36.

 Before it ever crossed our minds that God might be 

important, God singled us out as important. Before we were 

formed in the womb, God knew us. We are known before we 

know.  

 Rather, we come to God, who knows us and reveals to 

us the truth of our lives. The fundamental mistake is to begin 

with ourselves and not God.

 My identity does not begin when I begin to understand 

myself. There is something previous to what I think about 

myself, and it is what God thinks of me. That means that 

everything I think and feel is by nature a response, and the one 

to whom I respond is God. I never speak the first word. I never 

make the first move.

Eugene Peterson, Run With The Horses, (Illinois: Intervarsity 

Press, 2009), pp. 37-38.

But the most important things are what God did before I was 

conceived, before I was born. He knew me, therefore I am no 

accident; he chose me, therefore I cannot be a zero; he gave 

me, therefore I must not be a consumer. 

There are frenzied efforts in our culture to salvage ruined self-

esteem by bolstering people with reassurance and affirmation, 

by telling them that they are terrific, that they are number 

one, and that they had better treat themselves to a good time. 

The result is not larger persons but smaller ones–pygmy egos. 

Eugene Peterson, Run With The Horses, (Illinois: Intervarsity 

Press, 2009), pp. 43-44.



Notes:



Small Group Guide

This section is to be used to turn the message into a small 

group. Gather up some people, find a space to meet, and 

use this as a guide.

Connect with each other, introduce yourself and share 

a bit about who you are. Each week you are together, 

go a little deeper and more personal. Everyone wants to 

belong somewhere.

Summarize. Take turns summarizing the message in your 

own words. allow everyone to participate in summarizing 

the message. not a personal application yet, just take 

turns summarizing the message and build it in its 

entirety. Make sure you as a small group leader are filling 

in any gaps, the main point, scripture, and the end of the 

message.

Personal. This section will allow you to go deeper and be 

sensitive to God’s activity in people’s lives. Ask questions 

and facilitate conversation as it pertains to the message 

of Jeremiah.

 • What did you get out of the message and why?

 • Go over the main scriptures from the message.

 • How will this influence your soul (mind, will, heart,  

    and emotions), your work, and your life?

Application. Take this time to ask what everyone will be 

doing with what they heard from the message.    

 • What will you do with what you heard?

 • What is God asking you to be or do from what you  

    heard?

Pray. Take some time to pray with each other.

Jeremiah Reading Plan:

Join our entire church family in reading through the book of 

Jeremiah together.

Jeremiah 10-15 (omit 12), 33, 52:31-34



Context:

Jeremiah’s ministry spanned five decades taking place 

during the reigns of Judah’s final five kings (Josiah 640-

609 B.C., Jehoahaz 609 B.C., Jehoiakim 609-598 B.C., 

Jehoiachin 598-597 B.C., and Zedekiah 597-586 B.C.). A 

frequent challenge is to understand the prophet’s messages 

in their right time setting since the book of Jeremiah is not 

chronological. 




